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MISSION STATEMENT: The purpose of the FPRN® is to enable fellows to work together cooperatively and conduct multi-center 
pelvic floor research projects.  The goal of the FPRN® is to imbue fellows with greater confidence, ability and efficiency in becoming 
accomplished researchers. Within the FPRN® fellows will work and collaborate both with peers and leaders in the field of urogynecology. The 
network also provides the opportunity to form ties with colleagues throughout the United States and Canada that will continue long after 
fellowship. Participation in the FPRN® should help members become more effective researchers. 
MESSAGE 
 
Welcome to our FPRN® Newsletter.  This newsletter is an update of current projects and a summary of the most recent 
meeting of the AUGS-SGS FPRN Subgroup.  Please contact any of the PIs below to recruit for an FPRN® project…. 
 
MOST RECENT AUGS-SGS FPRN SUBGROUP MEETING: 
Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at the Washington Convention Center during the PFD Week/AUGS meeting in Seattle, 
WA.  
 
92 individuals were in attendance! 
 
What we discussed: 
 

1. Updated current projects – see below for updates  
 
 

2. Nancy Frankel, Executive Director of the Society of Gynecologic Surgeons discussed SGS associate membership 
and its benefits.  
 

** All FPRN® members are required to be associate SGS members. ** 
 

3. New projects were proposed:  
 

a. Dr. Pakeeza Alam - Perioperative course of patients with connective tissue disorders  
 

b. Dr. Daniela Carlos - Timing of midurethral sling during concomitant prolapse surgery  
 

c. Dr. Erin Lavelle - A randomized, double-blinded, placebo-controlled trial of Nitrofurantoin prophylaxis in women 
undergoing catheterization for acute postoperative urinary retention after surgery for urinary incontinence and/or 
pelvic organ prolapse  

 
d. Dr. Emily Myer - Infection requiring explantation of sacral neuromodulation: incidence and risk factors 

 
e. Dr. Kristin Jacobs - Patient knowledge, attitudes and preferences regarding hysterectomy route  

 
f. Dr. Nina Jacobson - The effect of an additional TVT on OAB symptoms in surgical repair of pelvic organ prolapse  

 
g. Dr. Andrey Petrikovets - Female Pelvic Reconstructive Surgery in the Setting of Human Immunodeficiency Virus  

 
h. Dr. Veneesha Vallabh-Patel - To compare patient satisfaction between the traditional Foley catheter versus valved 

female (VF) urinary catheter in patients who have failed an initial voiding trial  



 
4. We are excited to announce that the following proposals will be the newest AUGS-SGS FPRN subgroup research 

projects. Please email the respected Fellow if you are interested in becoming involved: 
 

a. Dr. Erin Lavelle - A randomized, double-blinded, placebo-controlled trial of Nitrofurantoin prophylaxis 
in women undergoing catheterization for acute postoperative urinary retention after surgery for urinary 
incontinence and/or pelvic organ prolapse  
seifertee@upmc.edu 
 

b. Dr. Emily Myer - Infection requiring explantation of sacral neuromodulation: incidence and risk factors 
emyer3@jhmi.edu 

 
c. Dr. Pakeeza Alam - Perioperative course of patients with connective tissue disorders  

                        pakeeza.alam@gmail.com 
 

d. Dr. Kristin Jacobs - Patient knowledge, attitudes and preferences regarding hysterectomy route  
                        KJacobs@wihri.org 
 

5. We would also like to congratulate and welcome Dr. Emily Weber Lebrun as our newest Senior Advisory Board 
member!  Dr. Weber Lebrun was a dedicated FPRN® member as a fellow and has been a part of two 
publications as a Junior Advisor.  We thank her for all her hard work and look forward to working with her as a 
Senior Advisory Board member.   

 
PRESENTATION AT AUGS/PFD Week 2015 
 
Richter L, et al. Asymptomatic Microhematuria in Post Menopausal Women. Oral Poster at AUGS/PFD Week meeting 
2015.  
 
Lake A, et al. Patient Risk Factors for Vaginal Cuff Dehiscence after Hysterectomy. Oral Poster at AUGS/PFD Week 
meeting 2015.  
 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 

Social Networking: Multi-center survey of use among 
urogynecology patients 
PI: Donna Mazloomdoost, Good Samaritan Hospital 
Mentors: Danielle Antosh, Lily Arya, Rachel Pauls 
Sites:  GSH, Houston Methodist, WHC, UNM, U of L, UCLA, 
UPenn, USF, Henry Ford 
Description: A cross-sectional study to determine women’s use 
of social networking to seek information about pelvic floor 
disorders.  
Timeline/next deadline: To be presented at SGS meeting 
2016 
Donna_Mazloomdoost@trihealth.com 

Return to baseline function status in elderly women 
undergoing pelvic organ prolapse surgery 
PI: Avita Pahwa, University of Pennsylvania 
Mentors: Lily Ayra, Joy Greer 
Sites: U Penn, UT Southwester, U of Iowa, John Hopkins, U of 
Louisville, North Shore HS, Mayo Arizona, USF 
Open for recruitment 
Description: Prospective cohort study to determine the rate of 
return to baseline functional status for older women undergoing 
pelvic organ prolapse surgery.  
Timeline/next deadline: Submission to SGS 2017 
Avita.Pahwa@uphs.upenn.edu 

Patients’ Knowledge of and Attitude Towards Robotic 
Surgery for Pelvic Organ Prolapse 
PI: Christine Chu, University of Pennsylvania  
Mentors: Heidi Harvie, Emily Weber LeBrun 
Sites: OHSU, Loyola, Methodist, Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Louisville, North Shore 
Description: A cross-sectional study to determine the 
knowledge of and preference of robotic surgery in women with 
pelvic organ prolapse.  
Timeline/next deadline: Plan to submit to AUA 
christinem.chu@uphs.upenn.edu 

Efficacy of repeat midurethral slings for persistent or 
recurrent stress urinary incontinence 
PI: Katelyn Smithling, MedStar  
Mentors: Danielle Antosh, Robert Gutman 
Sites: Houston Methodist, U Penn, U Chicago, Northwestern, 
Kaiser SC, Brown  
Description: Retrospective cohort study comparing outcomes 
of repeat midurethral sling, retropubic versus transobturator, to 
treat persistent stress urinary incontinence.   
Timeline/next deadline: Recruitment complete. Data analysis 
and manuscript preparation  
katelyn.smithling@gmail.com 
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Cystometric bladder capacity and other predictors of failed 
postoperative voiding trial following a midurethral sling 
PI: Christopher Ripperda, UT Southwestern  
Mentors: David Rahn, Nazinan Ehsani 
Sites: U Iowa, Stanford, UCLA, Emory, Mount Auburn  
Description:  A case-control study of patients who fail their 
voiding trials versus those who pass after isolated slings to 
determine risk factors for short term voiding dysfunction.  
Timeline/ next deadline: Oral poster at SGS 2016 
christopher.ripperda@gmail.com 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Get involved in an FPRN® project.  Our goal is for every FPRN® member to be involved in at least one project 
by their second year of fellowship! 

• Please contact one of the FPMRS Fellows above to enroll as an ancillary study site now! 
• If you or your colleagues have not yet joined FPRN® – go to www.sgsonline.org and click on the FPRN® link 

from the menu 
 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
 
Risk Factors for Lower Urinary Tract Injury at the Time of Prolapse and Incontinence Repair Surgeries: A Multi-Centered Study. 
Pickett S, Maldonado P, Meriwether K, Wyman A, Griffin M, Ricter L, Raman S, Price J, Joyce J, Mueller M, O’Lery D, Lowenstein 
L. JMIG 2015 March-April;22(3):S21-22. 
 
Impact of robotic technology on hysterectomy route and associated implications for resident education. Jeppson PC, Rahimi S, 
Gattoc L, Westermann LB, Cichowski S, Raker C, Lebrun EW, Sung VW; Fellows’ Pelvic Research Network of the Society of 
Gynecologic Surgeons. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2015 Feb;212(2):196.e1-6. 
 
Practice patterns regarding management of rectovaginal fistulae: A multi-center review from the Fellows’ Pelvic Research Network. 
Oakley SH, Brown HW, Yurteri-Kaplan L, Greer JA, Richardson ML, Adelowo A, Lindo FM, Greene KA, Fok CS, Book NM, Saiz 
CM, Plowright LN, Harvie HS, Pauls RN. Female Pelvic Med Reconstr Surg. 2015 Feb 27. 
 
 

FELLOWS 
We currently have 62 fellows involved!! 

 
SENIOR ADVISORY BOARD 

 Husam Abed, Lily Arya, Tola Omotosho Fashokun, Rajiv Gala, Robert Gutman, Janet Hardy, Heidi Harvie, Lior Lowenstein, Miles Murphy, 
Cedric Oliver, Danielle Patterson, David Rahn, Leslie Rickey, Rebecca Rogers, Joseph Schaffer, Vivian Sung, Thomas Wheeler, Stephen Young 

 
STEERING COMMITTEE ADVISORS 
Miles Murphy, Vivan Sung, Robert Gutman 

 
JUNIOR ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 

Sonia Adams, Arielle Allen, Danielle Antosh, Tirsit Asfaw, Ahmet Bedestani, Nina Bhatia, Bryce Bowling, Jessica Braken, Heidi Brown, Heidi 
Chen, Chris Chung, Andrea Crane, Catrina Crisp, Jacqueline Cunkelman, Kristina Cvach, Christina Dancz, Madeline Dick, Keith Downing, 
Patricia Dramitinos, Nazanin Ehsani, Maria Estanol, Janelle Evans, Cynthia Fok, Elizabeth Frankman, Sarah Freidman, Leda Gattoc, Amy 

George, Karen Gold, Cara Grimes, Joy Greer, Carey Gross, Sarah Hammil, Edmund Higgins, Kay Hoskey, Diego Illanes, Peter Jeppson, Sarah 
Kane, Deborah Karp, Sesh Kasturi, Shunaha Kim-Fine, Virginia King, Leslie Knoepp, Nicole Korbly, Mamta Mamik, Mona McCullough, Ghafar 
Mohamed, Stephanie Molden, Ignacio Montoya, Tyler Muffly, Rachel Nardos, Patrick Nosti, Aimee Nguyen, Apurva Pancholy, Canace Parker-

Autry, Minita Patel, Hiren Patel, Danielle Patterson, Arash Rahi, Varuna Raizada, Olga Ramm, Jennifer Rothschild, Docile Saguan, Kamran 
Sajadi, Emily Saks, Terri-Ann Samules, Melanie Santoas, Saya Segal, Alexander Shapiro, Jon Sheperd, Larua Sckoczylas, Amiee Smith, Gina 

Sternschuss, Jasmine Tan-Kim, Megan Tarr, Alison Tate, Alejandro Treszezamsky, Christine Vaccaro, Andy Vu, Emily Weber Lebrun, Salim 
Wehbe, Amanda White, Dena White, Cheau Williams 

 
2015-2016 FPRN STEERING COMMITTEE 

Emily Von Bargen, M.D. (Chair) Mt. Auburn, emily.vonbargen@gmail.com 
Donna Mazloomdoost (Web Administrator) Good Samaritan Hospital, donna_mazloomdoost@trihealth.com 

Allison Wyman (Secretary) University of South Florida, awyman@health.usf.edu 
Jennifer Yeung (Treasurer), Good Samaritan Hospital, jennifer_yeung@trihealth.com  
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http://www.sgsonline.org/�
mailto:emily.vonbargen@gmail.com�
mailto:susan_oakley@trihealth.com�
mailto:awyman@health.usf.edu�
mailto:jennifer_yeung@trihealth.com�



